Readers in Hungary may be familiar with Debrecen through numerous
literary works. Each work presents a different Debrecen, forming an
imaginary city from a thousand fragments.

We aspire to share this experience with as many non-native Hungarian
readers as possible. Even if only through the world of literary
imagination, we hope they will occasionally "visit" us. And, of course, we
would be delighted if they chose to visit us in person as well.

To support this vision, the city of Debrecen, through the management of
the Méliusz Juhasz Péter Library, promotes the international publication
of works in the following way: Translator Residency.

The city welcome translators of literary works for a residency of 2 to 8
weeks in the former apartment of poet Szilard Borbély. The program
provides free accommodation and a weekly scholarship of €250.

Application Requirements:

e a professional CV

e publisher's letter of intent for publishing the translated
work, including precise details (planned publication date,
number of copies, etc.)

e publishing support

We support specific projects by publishers committed to publishing
literary works with a maximum funding of €3,500.

The funding condition is the submission of the work in a print-ready PDF
manuscript format. We also provide a preliminary letter of intent as a
guarantee of support.

Applications should be submitted to the following e-mail address:
szilagyi.szilvia@meliusz.hu
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A toparti gyilkossag (The Murder by the Lake) tells
the story of a mysterious crime, partly setin
Debrecen, focusing not only on the search for truth
but also on a profound analysis of human nature.
The plot unfolds with thrilling twists, while the
author sensitively portrays the characters’ inner
struggles and moral dilemmas. The work is not only
a captivating crime story but also a social and
psychological snapshot of Debrecen at the time.
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His novel The Dispossessed (Nincstelenek) presents
the harrowing world of poverty, vulnerability, and
family tragedies through the eyes of a village child.

Combining lyrical and raw tones, the work is both a
personal and social critique, revealing the
complexity of human destinies and the destructive
power of indifference.




Fahidi Eva




In her first book A dolgok lelke (The Soul of Things),
Eva Fahidi shares her personal memories and the
tragedy of the Holocaust, offering a unique
perspective on the pain of the past and the
importance of remembrance. Through objects, the
book tells the story of a vanished world, shedding
light on the depths of human fates and emotions.
The work is both a poignant testimony and a deeply,
human reflection on survival and the search for the
meaning of life.







Ludas Matyi is a Hungarian folk hero tale in which
the young, poor boy Matyi seeks justice against the
rich and oppressive Torok lord. The work is one of
the most famous Hungarian examples of the
struggle against social injustice, filled with humor
and irony. The story of Ludas Matyi is not only
entertaining but also a symbol of heroic resistance
and the strength of character.







Géza Gardonyi's A lampas (The Lantern) is a short
story that explores the themes of love and
responsibility through the encounter between an
old man and a young boy. The story centers on the
boy who brings a lantern to the elderly man, while
receiving a deeper lesson on attentiveness and
humanity. The work is a simple yet touching
narrative about how small actions can have a
significant impact on the lives of others.




GYORI L. JANOS - GYORI KATALIN

Menekulok

TORTENELMI DRAMA KET FELVONASBAN




The historical drama Menekulok (Refugees) depicts
three days of events in 1660 in Debrecen, after the

Turkish armies occupy Varad, and part of the
refugees, including nearly a hundred students and
teachers from the Reformed school, seek refuge
there. The play not only presents key events in the
history of the College in a form accessible to
today's readers but also vividly captures the
tensions and interconnections of communal and
individual fate, hardship and hopelessness, as well
as Christian faith, hope, and responsibility.







Jokai Mor's A debreceni lunatikus (The Lunatic of
Debrecen) is a short story set in a psychiatric
institution, where a series of unusual events unfold.
The story centers around a man in Debrecen who
experiences both mental and physical suffering
while being rejected and stigmatized by society.
The work explores the relationship between society
and the individual, highlighting prejudices related
to mental illness and social exclusion.







In 2018, his debut novel, Akik mar nem leszink
sosem (Those Who Will Never Be Us), achieved
great success. The novel delves into the themes of
individual and collective memory and the process
of confronting the past.
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A Legy j6 mindhalalig (Be Good Until Death) tells
the story of a boy, Nyilas Misi, who tries to find his
place in the adult world while attending a
gymnasium in Debrecen. The novel explores
themes of childhood, social injustice, and personal
sacrifice, as the young boy struggles with the
challenges of growing up. Misi's story highlights the
values of loyalty, integrity, and love, while also
shedding light on the flaws of the system and the
oppressive nature of societal norms.













Moricz Zsigmond's Pillangd (Butterfly) tells
the story of a young girl, Maria, who lives in
Debrecen and is shaped by the social and
family problems of the post-war era. The
novella focuses on female roles, family
conflicts, and personal desires, as Maria tries
to meet societal expectations. Maria's

struggle for freedom and happiness, along
with the symbolic role of the butterfly in the
story, reflects the search for female identity.
The novella vividly portrays the spiritual and
social atmosphere of rural Hungary after the
war, raising deeper societal questions.




Perpessy-Horvislighizn b
' - .t

Kollégium blues

r'_! Iy W |AE







RakovszKy Zsuzsa

ARNYEKA




As a novelist, she has also achieved outstanding
success. In A kigyo arnyeka (The Shadow of the
Serpent), an old woman recounts her childhood
and youth, as well as her extraordinary life as a
woman, during which she must conceal her identity
for sixteen years due to a grave crime, lest she fall
into the hands of the executioner. To the outside
world, the girl and her pharmacist father present
themselves as a loving married couple, while their
secret home life is dominated by alternating waves
of love, hatred, jealousy, and passion.
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Szabo Magda's Fur Elise tells the story of Blanka, a

young girl navigating a complex family history set
against the social and historical backdrop of
Debrecen. The novel explores the transition from
childhood to adulthood, delving into themes of
identity, family secrets, and the intricacies of
human relationships with deep emotional insight.




Szabé Magda
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Szabd Magda's Okut (The Ancient Well) is a deeply
reflective novel that explores themes of memory,
identity, and the passage of time. It follows the
narrator's return to her childhood home, where she
confronts her past and her relationship with her
family, particularly her mother. Through vivid
descriptions and emotional introspection, the novel

delves into the complexities of familial bonds and
the search for personal truth within the context of
Hungarian history and rural life.

Szabo Magda's novel is closely connected to the
author's own life, particularly her experiences from
childhood and her family background.
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Szab6 Magda Disznotor (The Pig Killing) is a
powerful and intimate novel that explores themes
of family dynamics and social rituals in a rural
Hungarian setting. The story unfolds during a
traditional pig slaughtering event, where various
characters, including family members and locals,

come together, revealing complex emotional
undercurrents and personal histories. Through this
seemingly mundane yet deeply symbolic event,
Szabo delves into the tensions between tradition
and modernity, as well as the conflicts and bonds
that shape human relationships.
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Szab6 Magda's Régimaddi torténet (Old-fashioned
Story) is a novel that delves into the life of the
author's family, exploring the intricacies of personal
history, memory, and the passage of time. The
narrative is centered around the protagonist's
reflections on her family and the impact of past
events on the present, highlighting the tensions
between generational differences and the evolving

role of memory. This deeply personal work paints a
picture of Szab6 Magda's own family, using it as a
lens to examine broader themes of identity and the
weight of the past in shaping one's present life.




SZABO MAGDA
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The protagonist of Abigél is Gina, the spoiled little
daughter of General Vitay, whose world is turned
upside down in the autumn of 1943. She must
leave her home, her school, her friends, and be
separated from her father. It is as if a whirlwind
carries the little girl into the gloomy walls of the
Arkod boarding school, where the black-and-white

world is surrounded by prohibitions. How is a
fifteen-year-old girl supposed to navigate this heavy
world burdened with adult secrets? How can she fit

into the community of girls and share in their
childish joys? Perhaps she, too, must believe in the

student legend that the girls have woven around
the statue standing in the garden.
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Szlcs Péter's Dharma follows a young man’s search
for self and inner struggles as he embarks on a
journey from Biharnagybajom to find his place in
the world. Through a blend of Buddhism and
Western lifestyles, the protagonist faces the
meaning of existence and a deep spiritual quest.
The novel is a philosophical and emotional journey
that combines the teachings of Eastern religions
with the challenges of modern life,
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The collection Arnyékunk Utra valt ("Our Shadow
Took to the Road") traces the arc of Janos Térey's
literary career, from his early poems to his
posthumously published autobiography. It
showcases a selection of remarkable and
characteristic works from Terey's rich oeuvre.




Jeremids avagy lzsten hidege




Jeremias avagy az Isten hidege is the third play in
Janos Teérey's "Hungarian Trilogy," following the
tragedy Kazamatak co-written with Andras Papp
and the conversational drama Asztalizene. In the

play, Jeremias, a member of parliament, gets
stranded in his hometown of Debrecen due to a
transportation strike at an imaginary metro station,

suddenly finding himself very far from the life he
leads in the capital. Through eight locations,
Jeremias confronts his past, where his former
lovers, friends, enemies, and family members
appear in a death-dance-like manner.







A Mi utcank (Our Street) is one of Sandor Tar's most
renowned short story collections, depicting the
everyday lives of Hungary's working class before

and after the political transition. The book reveals,
with poignant honesty, stories of loneliness,
vulnerability, and the decline of human
relationships.
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Szurke galamb (Grey Pigeon) is one of Sandor Tar's
darkest novels, set in a small town where a series
of murders unfold, and the community members
gradually lose their sense of security. The story is

both sociographically rich and intertwined with
crime elements, focusing on human vulnerability

and moral decay.




